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Our Ash Trees Are in Danger

For many of you, this is not news although the loss of this many trees so fast has had
an impact.  While the problem had been discussed in this forum in the past along with
the local newspapers, TV News and the City’s newsletter, Web site and the 8th Ward

Web site, let me bring you up to date.  The Emerald Ash Borer, an invasive species, has been
identified since 2006 as a threat to every ash tree.  First sighted in Aurora in 2009, this voracious
pest has been infesting our ash trees at an exponential rate – and we have hundreds of
thousands of ash trees in Aurora!

The City of Aurora is designated a “Tree City’ and as such, has an arborist on staff along
with trained tree crews.  The crews are working non-stop since the Spring leaf-out to eliminate
the infested trees and slow or reduce the spread.  In addition, the City has a Tree Board made
up of tree specialists, a horticulturist consultant, residents and our arborist.  This board has
been working to tackle this problem alongside the Morton Arboretum to help identify potential
solutions.  The Arboretum has been inoculating some ash trees in Aurora for the last few years
to help determine what solutions work and what doesn’t.  This year, they are taking down many
of those trees that have since died and will do a post mortem to see if they can learn anything
that can lead to a way to get rid of these pests.  While I know the tree companies are claiming
they can treat your trees, the arborists are telling me that unless the tree is very young, if
infested, it will eventually die.  The younger the tree, the better chance that a drench or other
solution may work.  Unfortunately, there shouldn’t be many young ash trees out there that
were planted after 2006.

Let me clarify one rumor:  The City is NOT clear cutting all ash trees. We are hopeful of a
solution. This is one of the reasons we are working with the Morton Arboretum.  We will only
cut down infested and dead trees.  The City tree crews have been attempting to get rid of the
trees on City property, in the parkways and park lands once they are infested.  The remaining
wood needs to be destroyed and cannot be kept for firewood.  Trees on private property are
the property owner’s
responsibility.  While the
City of Aurora tree crews
will help you with an
evaluation as time permits,
you will have to engage a private firm properly trained and registered to remove and dispose
of the tree as soon as possible on private property.  If you suspect an infested tree, call 630-256-
4636 to report the location.  You can identify the infested trees as follows: 1) top of tree is dead
2) splits in the bark ) small D-shaped holes, many with little green bugs inside 4) much of the
tree is dead and the tree is sending out small branches from the base of the tree.  The City will
eventually grind out the remaining stump and schedule most of them for replanting in the Fall.
Call me with any additional questions.

Rick Mervine, 8th Ward Alderman • AldermanMervine@aol.com • 331­452­5136

July 2011

Oakhurst
Community

Association Meeting 
July 26 at 7:00 p.m.

For information on Identifying Ash Trees and Controlling

Emerald Ash Borer, visit: www.agr.state.il.us/eab/

www.emeraldashborer.info/

www.anr.msu.edu/robertsd/ash/ashtree_id.html

Enjoy
Summer
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FOR SALE - IKEA bed frame malm collection birch color

full size $90 new great for college. Call Nancy at

630-270-8022.

FOR SALE - Two uphostered beige swivel rocker chairs for

$30. Three wood bar stools for $25.  Call 630-340-3297.

FOR SALE - Twin size canopy bed (wooden, off-white

color) including mattress and canopy sets for $300.  Please

call 630-236-7514. 

FOR SALE - Oakhurst pool bond in good standing and

paid for 2011.  $600 plus transfer fee.  Please call

630-499-7959.

LOST CAT *** LOST CAT
***REWARD*** 

Neutered,

gray/brown

with black

stripes, green

eyes, white

chest and

paws on

5/26/11 in

Oakhurst

subdivision.

Indoor/outdoor

cat. PLEASE
respond with

ANY
information. Call 630-217-5747.

CLASSIFIED ADS

Send articles for submission, non-profit club &
group notices, working youth listings and

classified ads such as
For Sale and Lost & Found to:

newsletter@oakhurstcommunity.org

or

The Oakhurst Oracle

c/o The Oakhurst Community Association

2218 Ogden Avenue, P.O. Box 113

Aurora, IL 60504

DEADLINE IS THE 26TH OF EACH MONTH

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISERS CONTACT

Preferred Business Services, Inc.

971 Waterside Court • Aurora, IL 60502

630-585-9340 • Fax 630-585-8232

E-mail: fosterpbs@msn.com • pbspublications.com

DEADLINE FOR AD COPY IS THE 15TH OF EACH MONTH

Publication of paid advertisements in this newsletter are
not an endorsement or recommendation of any advertised
product or service.  The Oakhurst Community Association

is neither responsible nor liable for the content of any
advertisement published, herein.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

July 15 "Fan Favorites" Festival, 6 - 10 pm                       
North River Street Park - River Street, 
between Cedar & New York Streets.

July 16 Aurora Farmers Market Downtown, 
7:30 am - 12 pm  (Every Saturday 
through Oct. 22) - Aurora 
Transportation Center, 
233 N. Broadway

July 19 Aurora Farmers Market East, 10 am - 2 
pm (Every Tuesday through Aug. 30)
Spring Lake Park, McCoy Dr.

July 23 Free Electronics Recycling, 9 am - 1 
pm - Aurora Customer Service Center, 
3770 McCoy Dr.

July 23 Oakhurst AYSO Soccer - Fall 2011 
Registration Closes
(www.oakhurstsoccer.org/registration)

July 26 Oakhurst HOA Meeting at 7 pm

Aug 22 First Day of School, District 204
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Phillips Park is Complete!

Many of you have already discovered
the jewel that is Phillips Park about a
mile down Montgomery Road, but

that already great place has been enhanced in the
last two years!  

• A children’s Splash Pad was added by the Visitor’s Center
• Lighting and new fencing was added to the ball diamonds
• A new additional sand volleyball court was built, making
three
• The one mile path around Mastodon Lake was completed or
rebuilt
• New interactive, outdoor exercise equipment has been
added around the lake path
• A new dog park was added
• A state of the art skate park and BMX bicycle park has been
added (see related pictures)

All of this has been added to the zoo, the 18 hole golf
course including the First
Tee holes just for kids to
learn to play golf, the
stunning English Gardens,
waterfall, Phillips Park
Aquatic Center, Winter
Sports Park, picnic
grounds and visitor’s
center and so much
more.  Take an afternoon
to see for yourself!

Alderman’s
Rick Mervine                   
Alderman 8th Ward • www.MyWard8.com • AldermanMervine@aol.com  331-452-5136

Corner

It is my pleasure to serve our 8th Ward,
Rick Mervine, 8th Ward Alderman

AldermanMervine@aol.com   (331) 452-5136
Customer Service Line: (630) 256-INFO (4636)

(M – F, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.)

REMEMBER . . .
Keep Them Alive

Drive 25!

8th Ward WEB SITE

www.MyWard8.com

Full featured way to bring information and communication to

the 8th Ward

Sign up for EMAIL UPDATES today!

Enjoy

Phillips Park

this Summer!
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Board of Directors
TOWNES OF OAKHURST

The Mayflower beached at
Cape Cod, Massachusetts in
the year 1620. Wm. Bradford

wrote “Being thus passed the vast
ocean, and a sea of troubles…they now
had no friends to welcome them, nor
inns to entertaine them or refresh their
weather beaten bodys.” Those pilgrims
deserve to be remembered for two
things: survival and the Mayflower
Compact. That
proclamation was
a bold assertion of
their right to
g o v e r n
themselves. By
1733 three main
cultures emerged
from the English
settlements. The Southern planter
society had a fluid artistocracy open to
labor and talent. The egalitarian
settlements of New England. And the
varied middle colonies, reaching from
New York to the Virginia border. Those
were at once agrarian and mercantile,
giving birth to the first cities, a string of
ports and diverse tradesmen from
printer-publisher to skilled workman.       

“When in the course of human
events…” begins the Declaration of
Independence, July 4, 1776. The
document listed about two dozen
“abuses and usurpations” from King
George III. Such egregious actions as
depriving citizens of trial by jury or
taxing without consent of the people.
“He has plundered our seas, ravaged
our coast, burnt our towns and
destroyed the lives of our people.” The
colonists methodically built a case for
separation from the crown. They
submitted the facts “to a candid world.”
They declared their resolve and their
independence with these words “And
for the support of this declaration, with
a firm reliance on the protection of
divine providence, we mutually pledge

to each other our lives, our fortunes and
our sacred honor.” Thomas Jefferson
was the principal author.  

The Second Continental Congress
approved a resolution of independence
from Great Britain on July 2, 1776. Two
days later, after modifications Jefferson
called “depradations,” the Congress
approved the Declaration. Most
members of Congress signed the

document on August 2,
1776. The 56 men who
risked everything, their
fortunes and their very
lives, believed that all
people are created to be
free. John Adams
predicted in a July 3
letter to his wife,

Abigail, that July 2 would be
“celebrated by succeeding
generations...with pomp and parade,
with shows, games, sports, guns, bells,
bonfires and illuminations, from one
end of this continent to the other, from
this time forward forever more.”  

The signers were labeled traitors
and charged with treason a crime
punishable by death. For some their
acts of rebellion would cost them their
homes and their fortunes. For others,
their very lives. They had spoken out
against the most powerful empire in the
world. Thomas Jefferson and John
Adams would become American
presidents. Lewis Morris lost his whole
estate. The British ravaged and
destroyed it. Carter Braxton’s entire
career and way of life was decimated.
He lost his ships to the British Navy and
his shipping company was forever lost.
Thomas Nelson’s price for liberty was
$2 million. That was his credit debt for
the “Patriots’ Cause.” He died
bankrupt and was buried in an
unmarked grave. Richard Stockton, a
prominent judge, was taken from his
bed and tortured by British soldiers.

These heroic patriots risked it all to
preserve the freedoms we now possess. 

The Bill of Rights contain 462
words that guarantee our American
freedoms. Read it today. Remember it.
Make sure you stand up for those
principles and for “life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness.”  

This July 4th as you barbeque the
chickens and steaks, as you fly the
American flag and celebrate with your
family and friends these precious
freedoms, remember the brave ones
who have given us those words to
protect a way of life that few others on
the planet can enjoy. American, which
ends with the words “I can” is still the
best country in the world. Our citizenry
is an industrious and enterprising
melting pot of nationalities who hold
hands and sing “America the
Beautiful” together. Whether your
family has emigrated from Italy or
Sweden, Sri Lanka or South Vietnam,
we are all Americans living and
working and praying and achieving
each our own version of the American
dream.  For some that means the open
spaces of Montana ranching. For others
it means the great streets and
commotion of New York City. For
others it means a southern existence,
slow and mellow. Whether you are a
city mouse or a country mouse, this
country can offer opportunities to each
of us regardless how diverse  our own
talents and ambitions. I have a round
button that reads “The only disability is
a bad attitude.”  In this month of
celebrating the red, white and blue, be
sure that you look to the light, to the
positive, to the grand design of your
best possible future. Because in
America you can make it happen.
Whatever those dreams may be. 

Jo Fredell Higgins
President, Townes of Oakhurst 
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Greetings!

Ihope that everyone is enjoying

their summer!

In the past, I have written about the

fact that reported crimes are at

unprecedented lows.  That is not to say

that there is not any crime!  In looking at

those offenses that are reported, many of

them are property crimes of opportunity.

One of the ones leading the charge is

bicycle theft.  And almost all of these are

preventable!  You have heard it before... 

Have your children put their bicycles in

the garage and close your garage when

you are not present!

Kids are out enjoying their summer

break and riding their bicycles to visit with

friends.  Unfortunately, leaving their brand

new bicycle in the front yard is an

invitation for a would be thief.  Educate

your children not to leave their bicycle in

plain view.  If your house is the one where

children congregate for the day, invite

them to put their bicycles in the backyard

or a closed garage.  

Unfortunately, all too often when a

citizen reports a stolen bicycle they cannot

provide a serial number.  Without a serial

number it is almost impossible to reunite

you with your stolen property.  We recover

close to 200 bicycles yearly.  Most of them

are sent off to auction because their serial

number is not listed as being reported

stolen.  Even worse, there are times when

officers are out with a subject that they

believe has a stolen bicycle and if the

serial number is not reported as stolen the

officer has little to no recourse.

With school out, many families find the

opportunity to take

a much needed

vacation. If you

are planning that

family vacation,

remember the

basics of crime

prevention:

• Have a few interior lights on timers 

• Utilize exterior lighting and/or motion

lights 

• Have a neighbor collect your mail and

any newspapers 

• Have a neighbor periodically ensure

everything is secure 

• Store your valuable belongings in a

safe or secret location

Whether you are staying home for your

summer vacation or traveling abroad, do

your part to ensure the your belongings

are secure.

I wish you all a safe and happy

summer!

Professional, Courteous, Police ServiceLt
. R

ic
k’

s 
Bl

ot
te

r By Lt. Rick Robertson #950
Aurora Police Department
Area 3 - Bureau of Neighborhood Policing
1200 E. Indian Trail Road • Aurora, IL 60505
Office 630-256-5312 • Cell 630-688-9140
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Friends, neighbors, grandparents of
pets, pet sitters, and pet owners...
Consider this to be a tear-out sheet to
save in your pets file along with
instructions from your veterinarian.
These are the current product warnings
for pets.

• ASPCA Poison Control Center 1-888-426-4435,
www.aspca.org/pet-care/poison-control/.   
• Animal Poison Control Center
www.petpoisonhelpline.com 1-800-213-6680
charges a $35.00 fee, but you do get a consult
with a professional. Of course your local
veterinarian or emergency clinic can help.
Important!!! Don’t wait until your pet starts
showing symptoms to ask if you need help. 

Do not use Cocoa mulch in landscaping beds. It
is highly toxic to pets. Please warn your
neighbors and friends: it is attractive,
inexpensive, and very dangerous.

• NSAIDS- aspirin, ibuprofen.
• Acetaminophen-Tylenol ®.
• Antidepressants(Cymbalta®, Prozac®,
Lexapro®, Effexor®.)
• ADD and ADHD drugs- i.e. Ritalin®
• Benzodiazepines(Xanax®, Klonopin®,
Ambien®.)
• Birth control medications
• ACE inhibitors

• Beta Blockers
• Lipitor® - very mild

Not on the top ten for incidence of poisoning,
but dangerous to your pets are Advair® inhalers
and Abilify®.

The top eleven “people foods” the ASPCA
Poison Control Center considers dangerous to
pets:
• Chocolate, Coffee, Caffeine
• Alcohol
• Milk-perhaps due to lactose intolerance in
some pets
• Salt - Never use salt to induce vomiting in
pets, once advised by old timers.
• Avocado
• Macadamia Nuts
• Yeast Dough
• Raw/Undercooked Meat, Eggs and Bones (I
would include  raw diets sold for pet
consumption, and be very careful if you produce
your own raw pet diet.)
• Xylitol- artificial sweetener Check labels for
mints and gum!
•Onions, Garlic, Chives.

Updated Household Toxins for Pets

Important Contact Numbers

Latest Warning

Top 10 Human Medications Toxic to Pets

Top 11 People Foods Dangerous to Pets
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Who: Boys and Girls, Preschool through 7th Grade (Born on 
or before 7/31/2007) 

What: Register for our Fall 2011 / Spring 2012 seasons 

Where: www.oakhurstsoccer.org/registration  
 

When: Registration closes July 23rd 

Includes: Eight week seasons in the fall AND spring, full 
uniform, end of season party and a trophy/medal for all 
players.  
 
For more details: Visit our website for full costs and 
registration instructions.  
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Steck PTA Market Day Sale
Thank you to everyone who ordered this
school year!  Next sale will be in August.

Visit www.marketday.com for more information or to

order. Please use Steck PTA’s account code 6470.

Steck PTA earns 10% to 15% of the Market Day sale.
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NAME PHONE SERVICE

ABINGTON WOODS

Karis Barker 630-898-4017 B,MH

ASHBROOK

Tori Hall 630-898-9295 B,P,MH,V

Alex Tabb 630-978-1571 Y,O

Sonja Tabb 630-978-1571 B-RC,MH

AUTUMN MEADOWS

Kelly Ellam 630-851-9029 B-RC,P,MH,V

Mike Ellam 630-851-9029 B,Y,P,O,V

Drew Ellam 630-851-9029 B,Y,P,O,V

Nikki Ellam 630-851-9029 B,P,MH,O,V

Alexia Lyons 630-898-6160 B-RC,P,V

Natalie Lyons 630-898-6160 B,RC,P,V

Zachary Lyons 630-898-6160 B,Y,P,O

BRECKENRIDGE

Kathleen Chinetti 630-978-1952 B,P,MH,V,O

Peter Chinetti 630-978-1952 B,P,V,O,Y

Tara Dillinger 630-236-6320 B-RC,P,V

Carla Dillinger 630-236-6320 B,P,MH,V

Ryan Kallas 630-820-8790 P,V,O,Y

Andrew Kallas 630-820-8790 P,V

Emily Navoy 630-851-7879 B-RC

Jason Paximadas 630-499-5846 P

Richard Poterack 630-585-0384 B,P,MH,O,V

CARRIAGE ESTATES

Adam Krusic 630-499-5431 Y,P

Jessica Groves 630-851-8326 MH,V

Kim Groves 630-851-8326 B,MH

HUNTERS GLEN

Chelsea Dean 630-962-9708 B,Y,MH,V

INVERNESS

Jenica Arndorfer 630-692-0636 P,Y,O,V

Caroline Church 630-499-9899 B-RC,P,Y,O,V

Kristen Dodson 630-820-4065 B,P

Caitlin Fernandez 630-898-7214 B-RC,MH,P,Y,O,V

Alexis Gottschalk 630-851-5169 P,MH,O,V

Madison Herman 630-585-6855 B,P,MH,O,V

Shelby Herr 630-978-1060 B,P 

Calvin Houghton 630-820-1971 B,P,Y,O,V

Lincoln Houghton 630-820-1971 Y,P,MH,O,V

Morgan Kemerling 630-499-0437 B,Y,P,MH,O,V

Casey Kemerling 630-499-0437 Y,P,O,V

Haley Kwiatkowski 630-978-8802 B,MH

Aleksandra Masiak 630-236-6434 B-RC,MH,Y,O,V

Jordan Masiak 630-236-6434 B,Y,P,MH,O,V

Remington Rook 630-585-6788 B,P,MH,O

NAME PHONE SERVICE

INVERNESS

Katie Rumrey 630-898-1236 B,MH

Jennifer Vickers 630-820-5443 B,MH

Allison Vickers 630-820-5443 MH,V,P

Emily Vickers 630-820-5443 P,O,V

Lauren Vivian 630-851-9179 B,P

Amy Walsh 630-820-1255 B,MH

Abe Weisler 630-851-8326 B,MH

MAYFAIR

Sarah Anas 630-692-0538 B,P,MH

Kayla Cordes 630-978-4641 B,MH,P,O,V

Kendra Diehl 630-229-0165 B,P,MH,V

Emily Flori 630-898-4505 B,P

Lucas Flori 630-898-4505 Y,P,O

Amy Lenenfeld 630-236-9070 MH,P,V

Kaitlyn Manion 630-499-7428 B-RC,MH,P,V

Hanna McIntosh 630-820-2959 B,MH

Allison Readnour 630-499-0137 B,P,V

Paige Readnour 630-499-0137 B,P, V

Connor Readnour 630-499-0137 P,Y,V

Schuyler Staub 630-820-3661 B,P,O

Ginna White 630-692-1862 B-RC,MH,P,YO,V

Anne Wesley 630-898-5985 B-RC,P

STANFIELD

Nicholas Brunelle 630-499-0581 MH,O,P,Y,V

Natale Brunelle 630-499-0581 B,MH,O,P,Y,V

Luke Elder 630-375-6803 Y,O

Loretta Elder 630-375-6803 B,V,O

Brooke Kottkamp 630-978-1515 B,P,MH,V

SUMMERFIELD

Jacob Buckner 630-585-6312 O,P, Y

Alesia Degand 630-236-8767 B,P,MH,V

Marianna Guerrieri 630-375-9467 B,MH,V

Gina Guerrieri 630-375-9467 B,P,MH,V

Kayla Perillo 630-692-7988 B,Y,P,MH,V

Tara Perillo 630-692-7988 B,Y,P,MH,V

Audria Wagenknecht 630-499-5837 B,Y,P,MH,O,V

Ellen Wagenknecht 630-499-5837 B,Y,P,MH,O,V

Charlotte Wessman 630-585-6312 B,P

Taylor Westwood 630-851-5067 B-RC,MH,V

THE WOODS

Taylor Kolb 630-585-5164 B,MH,O,V

Megan Lachat 630-236-7920 B,P,MH,V

Michael Lachat 630-236-7920 B,Y,P,O,V

Thomas Lachat 630-236-7920 B,Y,P,O,V

Haley Valente 630-375-9473 P,Y,MH

Notify newsletter@oakhurstcommunity.org to ADD, CHANGE, or DELETE a Working Youth Listing.
The Working Youth Directory is a service for youth, ages 12 and above, living in the Oakhurst community.
Parents:  If you grant permission for your child to be listed in this directory, please email newsletter@oakhurstcommunity.org.  Include
your child's name, address, neighborhood within Oakhurst, home phone number of a parent who will be responsible for fielding
requests, and the service(s) you permit your child to provide.  Be sure to talk with your child about personal safety before listing in this

directory.  Each monthly issue of the Oracle is posted online to the community association's website, www.oakhurstcommunity.org. 

B-RC: Red-Cross Certified Babysitter,   B: Babysitter,   MH: Mother's Helper,   P: Pet Sitter,   Y: Yard Help,
O: Odd Jobs,  V: Vacation Watch

WORKING YOUTH DIRECTORYWORKING YOUTH DIRECTORY




